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RISE AND FALL
The Rocket as Archetype

Ludmila Rodrigues

O PEN I N G

This book encourages you to take a brief
plunge into the imagery of space exploration,
warfare and power display, having the
rocket as an archetype. Rocket design
presents us a paradoxical model where, on
one hand the triumph of science, research
and technology, lifted us outer-space, and
on the other hand, as a missile, the rocket
points to a macabre perspective, the one
of self-annihilation, mass destruction. These
antagonist movements of our archetype,
the rocket: up (for exploration, the strive
for knowledge) and down (for destruction,
sudden death) evokes the tragic verticality
and tragic transcendence that Peter Sloterdijk
describes in ‘You Must Change Your Life’:
“While existential mobility in the horizontal is
domi nated by a relative symmetry of outward
and return journeys, vertical mobility is often
characterised by an asymmetry when the
descent is not simply a mirror of the ascent,
but rather a fall (…) tragic verticality”.
Gravity, thus, accelerates our fall — moving
downwards encapsulates the feelings of
crashing and dying. Thanks to our extreme
scientific achievements we face two choices:
to flourish or to commit suicide.
The term archetype can be applied to
an image, a theme, a symbol, an idea, a
character type, a plot, a pattern. Archetypes
can be expressed in myths, dreams,
literature, religions, fantasies, folklore.
Psychiatrist Carl Jung (1875-1961) first
applied the term archetype to literature.
He recognised that there were universal

patterns in all stories and mythologies
regardless of culture or historical period and
hypothesised that part of the human mind
contained a collective unconscious shared
by all members of the human species, a sort
of universal, primal memory. The situational
archetype of the Fall, according to Jung,
represents the descent from a higher to a
lower state of being, usually as a punishment
for transgression. It also involves the loss of
innocence.
As the reader will see, the rocket becomes
an emblem of power. Power that is expressed
and dramatised by either Western or
Eastern governments from the 20 th century
onwards. Social theorist Brian Massumi
(1956-) explores Affect — a notion used in
philosophy that places emphasis on bodily or
embodied experience — in the intersection
between power, perception, and creativity.
Massumi suggests an approach to thought
and social action that bridges the aesthetic
and political domains. I am proposing here
that we observe these displays of power as a
theatrical formula to affect citizens. It is one
of my utmost efforts to deliberately select
what I see and keep in my memory, as much
as what I want to see not, thus avoiding the
content to dwell in my (un)consciousness.
By bringing factual and fictional pictures
together, this book aims to raise awareness
of the power of visual media to affect
us and cause deep impressions on our
unconsciousness. This potential to affect is

constantly used by media outlets, films and
state televisions to manipulate reality and
forge public opinion (and imagination) in
very subtle ways. Reflecting on these power
displays, the reader may be sensitized, and
in certain way, connect, perhaps empathising
with this otherwise abstract subject — the
rocket — that is generally experienced
through the lens of contemporary journalism,
beyond our mundane reality.
Deeply inspired by Lewis Mumford’s chapter
‘Megatechnic Wasteland’ from ‘The Myth
of the Machine - The Pentagon of Power’
(1964), here new meanings may arise from
the juxtaposition of dissociated themes,
movie stills, pictures from the Nubian desert,
alternative news etc.

German cruise missile (Marschflugkörper) is rolled to the launcher: “The start is made by a compressed air system. With
the aid of a remote control method, the missile hits the commanded target. This first German retaliatory weapon is an
outstanding creation of our air armament.” (German Federal Archives, 1944-45)

Military parade in North Korea to mark the 70 th anniversary of the founding of the Korean People’s Army, on
February 8 th, 2018; one day before the opening of Pyeongchang Winter Olympics.

N. Korean Central Television released a photo of four Hwaseong-14 ICBMs being launched on August 30th, 2017

Tragic Verticality
[...]
If this is true, the structure of existence can only be
elucidated through the analysis of dreams. It is in dreams
that humans enter the true Dionysian theatre - but not
to become a new Oedipus. When we dream, we move
within a directed spatiality more originary than geometry
and the clear disposition of things in bright spaces. The
character of the vertical axis in the existential spatiality of
dreams is completely different from those in mathematics or
architecture. It provides enthusiasm with the direction of its
ascent - up until the calm at the summit, close to the divine.
At the same time, the vertical axis can also be the vector of
an existence that has lost its place on earth and up above,
its dialogue with God. Then it indicates flight into excess,
and from the start is marked by the vertigo of a fall.
Binswanger asserted the anthropological priority of
the vertical dimension, because for him the essential
temporality of existence revealed itself in the dramas of
ascent and fall. Foucault adopts Heidegger’s definition of
‘transcending’ on the vertical axis as ‘breaking away from
the foundations of existence’; the complementary movement
reveals itself as a tragic ‘transdescendence’, the fall from a
pinnacle whose only purpose seems to be that of supplying
the extravagant with the necessary altitude for fatal
plunges.
- Peter Sloterdijk, You Must Change Your Life, 2009; p. 150.

AGNI-V - India’s intercontinental ballistic missile with a reported range of around 8000 kilometres

The Fall
The fall of man, or the fall, is
a term used in Christianity to
describe the transition of the
first man and woman from a
state of innocent obedience
to God to a state of guilty
disobedience. Although
not named in the Bible, the
doctrine of the fall comes from
a biblical interpretation of
Genesis chapter 3:
At first, Adam and Eve lived
with God in the Garden of
Eden, but the serpent tempted
them into eating the fruit
from the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, which God
had forbidden. After doing so,
they became ashamed of their
nakedness and God expelled
them from the Garden to
prevent them from eating from
the tree of life and becoming

immortal.
For many Christian
denominations, the doctrine of
the fall is closely related to that
of original sin. They believe
that the fall brought sin into
the world, corrupting the entire
natural world, including human
nature, causing all humans to
be born into original sin, a
state from which they cannot
attain eternal life without the
grace of God.
Catholic exegesis of Genesis 3
claims that the fall of man was
a “primeval event, a deed that
took place at the beginning of
the history of man.
The Eastern Orthodox Church
accepts the concept of the fall
but rejects the idea that the
guilt of original sin is passed
down through generations,
based in part on the passage

Ezekiel 18:20, that says a son
is not guilty of the sins of his
father.
Calvinist Protestants believe that
Jesus gave his life as a sacrifice
for the elect, so they may be
redeemed from their sin.
Judaism does not have a
concept of “the fall” or
“original sin” and has varying
other interpretations of the
Eden narrative.
Lapsarianism, the logical
order of God’s decrees in
relation to the Fall, is the
distinction, by some Calvinists,
as being supralapsarian
(antelapsarian, pre-lapsarian or
prelapsarian, before the Fall)
or infralapsarian (sublapsarian,
postlapsarian, after the Fall); all
of which have names with the
Latin root lapsus, meaning fall.

The story of the Garden of
Eden and the Fall of Man
represents a tradition among
the Abrahamic peoples, with
a presentation more or less
symbolical of certain moral and
religious truths.
Original sin
The original sin, also called
ancestral sin, is a Christian
belief of the state of sin in
which humanity exists since
the fall of man, stemming from
Adam and Eve’s rebellion
in Eden, namely the sin of
disobedience in consuming the
forbidden fruit from the tree of
the knowledge of good
and evil.

Airmen load an inert Hellfire missile on a Predator drone in New Mexico

Mare Tranquillitatis (Sea of Tranquility) is the site
on the Moon where, in 1969, humans landed and
walked on another celestial body for the first time.
The title Mare Tranquillitatis was named in 1651
by astronomers Francesco Grimaldi and Giovanni
Battista Riccioli in their lunar map Almagestum
novum. Earlier lunar cartographers had given the
feature different names, e.g. Michael van Langren’s
1645 map calls it “Mare Belgicum” (Latin for the
Belgic Sea, the classical name of the North Sea).

Mare Tranquillitatis / Sea of Tranquility

Craters resulted from thermonuclear explosion in the Nevada Test Site,
Northern End of Yucca Flat, USA (Photo by: Emmet Gowin)

The Nevada Test Site was the primary testing
location of American nuclear devices from 1951
to 1992; 928 announced nuclear tests occurred
there. Of those, 828 were underground. The site
was established on 11 January 1951 for the testing
of nuclear devices, covering approximately 3,500
km2 of desert and mountainous terrain. During
the 1950s, the mushroom clouds from the 100
atmospheric tests could be seen for almost 160
km. The city of Las Vegas experienced noticeable
seismic effects, and the distant mushroom clouds,
which could be seen from the downtown hotels,
became tourist attractions.

Chinese Revolutionary Propaganda Sculpture

The Fall of Icarus
Man has forever pushed himself
to the limits trying to achieve
the impossible. Discoveries and
inventions are perhaps man’s
way to escape from the mundane
or simply to alter his life. Such
an effort is the myth of Daedalus
and Icarus, a brilliant story of
how necessity facilitated the
invention of something that was
never meant for man and how it
led to his downfall.
The story of Deadalus
The intelligence of Daedalus was
known far and wide. He was
accredited as the finest artificer
ever, with a sharp and clever
mind. Daedalus was living and
working in Athens and he had
a young apprentice in his work
room, his nephew, Talus. Talus
was an extraordinarily talented
boy and had begun showing
traces of being a craftsman
far surpassing his uncle’s skill.
As it is to the nature of man,
Daedalus was highly envious
of his nephew’s proficiency.
One day while on a visit to the
Acropolis, Daedalus pushed him
off the edge. Some say that the
boy whom Daedalus had pushed
off the edge of the Acropolis

was not Talus but his sister’s son
Perdix, who was apprenticing to
him. To stop Perdix from being
dashed upon the ground below,
the benevolent Goddess Athena
transformed him into a bird that
flew away to safety. Legend has
it that this bird has since been
known as the Partridge and wary
of its tragic past avoids high
places and nestles in hedges.
Whoever was the victim, the
artificer was put into trial by
Areios Pagus, the supreme court
of Athens, and charged with
murder. His punishment was to
get banished from Athens to the
island of Crete.
Deadalus in Crete
Crete was ruled by King Minos
and there, in his palace of
Knossos, Daedalus found
work as an architect. Years
passed and he fell in love with
Naucrate, a mistress-slave
of the king and married her.
They were blessed with a child
whom they named Icarus. Life
went on without incident until
one fine day Minos called
upon Daedalus. He wanted the
architect to design and build
an enclosure for the Minotaur,
acreature with the body of a
man and the head and tail of a

bull. This monster in truth was
the son of Pasiphae, Minos’ wife,
but not by the King. Years ago,
following his ascension to the
throne of Crete, there had been
much squabbling amongst King
Minos and his brothers. Minos
had fervently prayed for a sign
from Poseidon to assert his claim
to the throne. The sea god,
impressed with Minos’ devotion,
had sent him a snow-white bull
as an omen that he should be
ruler supreme. Overjoyed,
Minos had vowed that he would
sacrifice the bull to the sea
god but consumed by avarice,
he kept the bull for himself.
Angered at Minos’ disrespect
and betrayal of trust, Poseidon
avenged himself by cursing
Pasiphae to fall in love with the
bull.
Building the Labyrinth
Delirious with desire for the
bull, Pasiphae asked Daedalus
to construct for her a hollow
wooden cow. Getting into the
strange contraption, she made
amorous advances towards
the bull. Their bizarre union
resulted in the birth of the
Minotaur which was half-man,
half-bull. Ashamed at his wife’s
deed, Minos wanted to hide

the monster which was growing
violent and gigantic day after
day. For this reason, he asked
Daedalus to build a labyrinth for
the beast, a structure with many
twists and turns where a person
could get lost interminably. Such
was the intricacy of the edifice
that even Daedalus had a tough
time finding his way out. In fact,
Ovid makes worthy mentions
of Daedalus in his works. In
Metamorphoses, Ovid says that
the labyrinth was constructed
with such shrewdness that even
the master-craftsman barely
found his way out. The Minotaur
was kept at the center of the
labyrinth, hidden away from
prying eyes. It had to be fed
with young people and was the
horror of Minos’ enemies and
subjects.
The conception of the
unbelievable
Unfortunately for Daedalus,
the King had imprisoned him
and his young son, Icarus in a
high tower, so that they couldn’t
reveal the secret of the labyrinth
to anyone. Daedalus and Icarus
were languishing in their prison
atop the tower. Every day the
master craftsman was pondering
over their escape and how they

could work such a miracle. He
suddenly realized that their only
escape route was by air since
King Minos had control over
every vessel that left the island.
Moreover, Minos had issued
strict orders to search thoroughly
every ship leaving Crete. Instead
of growing impassivity over
their fate, Daedalus received
a marvellous plan. He had
observed the birds that were
flying around the tower. He
studied in great detail their
mannerisms and hit upon his idea
of how to escape. For a large
period of time, he was gathering
all the feathers he could find
lying around and joining them
together with wax he fashioned
two pairs of wings, one for
himself and the other for his son.
The day arrived when they were
to execute their escape plan but
Daedalus had a grave warning
for his son. He forbade Icarus to
fly too close to the sun for that
would melt the wax, or to fly to
close to the sea for that would
dampen the feathers. Father
and son both then perched on
the edge of the tower parapet
and leapt off. Flapping their
wings furiously, they were able
to emulate the birds and in no
time, while flying over the sea,

put great distance between
themselves and Crete.
The fall of Icarus
Unfortunately, Icarus soon forgot
his father’s warning and filled
with the exhilaration of flying,
he flew too high and too close
to the sun. The intense heat
melted the wax on the wings,
the feathers came loose. A
few minutes later, poor Icarus
plummeted down into the sea
and was drawn. Daedalus was
struck with horror but there was
nothing he could do to save his
son. Aggrieved at his loss, he
named the sea-spot where his
son had drowned and the close
by island after his name. The sea
was named the Icarian Sea and
the island was named Ikaria.
Some sources mention that at the
time Icarus fell into the sea, the
mighty Hercules was passing by
and he gave the fallen Icarus a
befitting burial. Berating himself
for his tragic loss, he continued
to fly towards Sicily where he
sought refuge in the Court of
King Cocalus of Camicus. With
the King’s help, he constructed a
temple dedicated to Apollo and
as an offering to the god hung
up his wings for good.
(www.greeka.com)

Kratos Mako drone

Drone JAGM-4

Reaper Hellfires US Air Force in Afghanistan

Stills from ‘Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb’ (1964) Stanley Kubrick

Lewis Mumford, excerpts from ‘Pentagon of Power’, 1974

Lewis Mumford, excerpts from ‘Pentagon of Power’, 1974

Soyuz TM-31is transported to the Launch Pad at the Baikonur complex, Russia. The first Soyuz spacecraft to dock with the
International Space Station (ISS). It was launched on October 31, 2000.

A H-IIA rocket lifts off from the launching pad at Tanegashima Space Center on the Japanese island of Tanegashima on Nov. 24, 2015

Mars Rover Landing (simulated depiction by Oregon State University)

Surface of Mars (Photo: Pixabay)

Still from ‘The Martian’ (2015) Ridley Scott

Local guides of Nubia, northeast of Sudan.

The Nubian Meroe pyramids are the best preserved of the more than 220 pyramids in Sudan. They are the burial sites for more
than 40 Nubian kings and queens of the Kush kingdom. (photos by Sorin Furcoi / Al Jazeera)

The erection of St. Peter’s obelisk in the Piazza San Pietro, Rome, 1586. Etching and engraving by Natale Bonifacio

Obelisks at Karnak, Egypt

Dragon: reusable spacecraft developed by SpaceX. During its
maiden flight in 2010, Dragon became the first commercially built and
operated spacecraft to be recovered successfully from orbit.

View on the ancient city of Palmyra, Syria, 2009
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How America backed the ISIS Takeover
and Destruction of Palmyra
Written by Prof. Tim Anderson on April 17, 2016

More in Imperialism:

As explosions from detonated mines continued in the background a Syrian general conﬁrmed in some
detail an ugly truth: Washington and its close allies Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Israel backed the
ISIS takeover and destruction of Palmyra.
Most of the weapons ISIS used were from the US , with some ammunition from Israel. ISIS had US
Hummers, spinning explosive projectiles and military rations from the US, Turkey and Saudi Arabia.

New documents show the
UK signed up in secret to
support Saudi military
action
May 1, 2018

That should not have been a surprise. US ofﬁcials admitted in 2014 that their allies Turkey, the Saudis
and Qatar were backing every single armed group in Syria, in an attempt to overthrow the Syrian
Government led by President Bashar al Assad.
Our group of 30 journalists visited liberated Palmyra on 14 April, 18 days after the Syrian Army freed
the historic city from a ten month reign of terror. Syrian bulldozers were cleaning debris while Russian
sappers continued exploding mines. Three thousand had been cleared and another 30 exploded in the
two hours we were there.

The League of AssadLoving Conspiracy
Theorists
May 1, 2018

Dispatches From
Damascus Part Four: A
Conversation With A
Syrian Army Captian

May 1, 2018

We saw the damaged buildings, bomb and mine craters along the roads, and the bizarre steel and wire
structure

here inﬁdels and pro government people

bodies drained of blood into
sites.

e sa

ere publicly cruciﬁed and beheaded, their

hat had been a pleasant fountain ne t to the entrance to the historic

the e tensive vandalism to the museum,

ith all human or animal statues beheaded or

damaged.
More than 1, 00 S S terrorists many from hechnya , Saudi Arabia , Tunisia and other countries, as
ell as some Syrians had converged on Palmyra in May 201 , just as abhat al usra al aeda in
Syria led an invasion of ATO backed slamists from Turkey into orthern Syria . The S S groups
invading Palmyra came from the east from a

a, eir e orr and Abu amal, but also a group from

the west.
The US,

hich since 2014 claimed to be conducting a

ar against S S in ra and Syria, and

hich had

air po er and sophisticated surveillance of the region, did nothing to stop the huge S S advance on
Palmyra.
Again, this should have been unsurprising. ight months earlier eneral Martin empsey, head of the
US military, admitted that his major Arab allies

ere funding S S . n response, Senator indsay

raham, chair of the US Armed orces ommittee, defended the sponsors of S S , saying they fund
them because the ree Syrian Army couldn t ﬁght Assad, they

ere trying to beat Assad .

The follo ing month, in October 2014, US ice President oe iden e plained that Turkey , atar , the
UA and Saudi Arabia

ere so determined to take do n Assad
ho

they poured hundreds of millions of

dollars and tens, thousands of tons of

eapons into anyone

including al usra and al aeda and

this outﬁt called S . iden pretended that

ould ﬁght against Assad
ashington

as

not responsible for the terrorism of his subordinate allies.
US support for terrorist groups forming an slamic State

as not an afterthought. t

as they key idea

from the beginning.
n August 2012, before S S came across to Syria from ra , US intelligence

A reported that The

Salaﬁst, the Muslim rotherhood and A

al aeda in ra , later S and then S S are the major forces driving the insurgency in Syria

there is the possibility of establishing a declared or undeclared Salaﬁst principality an slamic State in eastern Syria
e actly

hat the supporting po ers the US, other

and this is

estern countries, the ulf monarchies and Turkey to the Syrian opposition

ant,

in order to isolate the Syrian regime.
More than 200 Syrian soldiers died defending Palmyra in May 201 , and another 1 0 died retaking that historic and strategic city, in
March 201 . They lost their lives defending their country.
The

ater supply in Palmyra

as destroyed, historic sites and treasures damaged, and soldiers and many other innocents

ere

slaughtered, all by US backed terrorists.
hatever else people may or may not understand about the Syrian con ict, they should be clear that the US
and ra is a fraud. irectly or indirectly,

ar on terrorism in Syria

ashington remains the key supporter of S S, al usra and the rest.

Originally published: Professor Tim Anderson (Global Research)
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Man takes a ‘selfie’ on the Australian Circus human cannonball

Sublime
producing an overwhelming sense of awe or
other high emotion through being vast or grand:
a sense of the sublime. The quality of greatness,
whether physical, moral, intellectual, metaphysical,
aesthetic, spiritual, or artistic. Sublime especially
refers to ‘greatness’ beyond all possibility of
calculation, measurement, or imitation.

1. The missile launches out of its silo by
firing its 1st-stage boost motor (A).

3. About 120 seconds after launch,
the 3rd-stage motor (C) ignites and
separates from the 2nd stage.

2. About 60 seconds after launch, the
1st stage drops off and the 2nd-stage
motor (B) ignites. The missile shroud (E)
is ejected.

4. About 180 seconds after launch,
3rd-stage thrust terminates and the PostBoost Vehicle (D) separates from the
rocket.

Minuteman-III MIRV launch sequence :

5. The Post-Boost Vehicle maneuvers

itself and prepares for re-entry vehicle
(RV) deployment.
6. The RVs, as well as decoys and
chaff, are deployed.
7. The RVs (now armed) and chaff reenter the atmosphere at high speeds.
8. The nuclear warheads detonate.

Chris Burden, Beam Drop
Inhotim, Brazil
A crane drops 100 steel
beams from a height of 45
meters into a 3 meter-deep
wet concrete pit
(installed in 2008)

‘5,4,3,2,1... Lift Off’: Tribute to Zero Movement, the imaginary rocket launch of the opening of TodaysArt Festival,
Scheveningen, The Hague, 2015. Pyrotechnic-sonic-sculpture by Mike Rijnierse. Commissioned by TodaysArt.

During the late 1950s, Captain Joseph
Kittinger of the United States was assigned to
the Aerospace Medical Research Laboratories
at Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio. For
Project Excelsior (“ever upward”, a name
given to the project by Colonel John Stapp),
as part of research into high altitude bailout,
he made a series of three parachute jumps
wearing a pressurized suit, from a helium
balloon with an open gondola.
On August 16, 1960 he made the final jump
from the Excelsior III at 31,330 m high. Towing
a small drogue chute for stabilization, he
fell for 4 minutes and 36 seconds reaching a
maximum speed of 988 km/h before opening
his parachute at 4,270 m. Pressurization
for his right glove malfunctioned during the
ascent, and his right hand swelled to twice its
normal size. He set records for highest balloon
ascent, highest parachute jump, longest
drogue-fall (4 min), and fastest speed by a
human through the atmosphere. (His record
was only broken in 2012)

Joseph Kittinger starting his record-breaking skydive in 1960

I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought,
but World War IV will be fought with sticks and stones.
- Vladimir Putin quoting Albert Einstein
(2018 / 1949)

C LOS I N G

This book accompanies the installation
‘Zone of Indeterminacy’, which gathers
layers of sensory stimuli to provoke
affect, exploring contradictory feelings of
pleasure and fear, intimacy and distance,
an ambivalence also found in aesthetics
with the notion of the ‘sublime’. The work
as whole creates a context to remind us of
our ability to erect civilisations and to wipe
out history.

To Mike Rijnierse,
Ludmila Rodrigues
June 2018
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